                       Election Unit Study Guide

Please write notes regarding each of these topics on a separate sheet of paper. Attach that paper to this (or title your paper “study guide election unit”) when you turn it in. Thank you.

The Electoral Process 

A. Political Parties

· Republican v. Democrat

· Conservative, Moderate, Liberal

· How do these parties stand on different issues?

B. Choosing Candidates/Primary Elections

1. States have 4 different ways to nominate candidates

· Petition – Caucus –State Nominating Convention
· Primary Elections

1. What is a primary election?
2. Describe the difference between an open primary and a closed primary.
C. Presidential Debates
D. Define the term: incumbent 
E. Propaganda Techniques

Name calling, Testimonials, Appeal to Fear and Prejudice, Bandwagon, Hasty Generalization, Slippery Slope
F. Influence of the Media

· Why is the news so powerful during elections?

G. Nominating Conventions (national conventions)
1. What are national (nominating) conventions?

2. What 4 things happen at nominating conventions? Hint: the 4th is the candidate must give a speech accepting the nomination)
3. What is a party platform?

4. What does “balancing the ticket” mean? What factors does a candidate consider when he/she is choosing a vice presidential running mate?

H. General Elections and the Electoral College
1. Why do we have an Electoral College?

2. Number of electors that a state gets = Number of Senators + Number of Representatives

3. Electors are distributed on a winner-take-all basis. What does winner take all mean? (candidate needs to win majority, 270 out of 538)

4. Problems with the Electoral College

5. What is a general election?
